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Thank you for purchasing your new Soundsmith ES series cartridge.  
 
The new ES has some special mounting features that you need to be aware 
of.  
 
Sometimes when mounting on a grounded metal arm, a cartridge will 
create hum due to a ground loop. If you experience some low level hum, 
you can now solve this issue by using the two half-round white rods which 
are to be placed and used in the OUTER slots, seen on the top of the 
cartridge.  Place them flat side UP.  
 
The rods are made of Alumina, and are insulating, thus allowing ground 
isolation for your cartridge without compromising the crucial mechanical 
energy transfer into the tone arm. This energy transfer is maintained due to 
the use of Alumina, which has the same properties as aluminum, but is 
non-conductive.  Due to the novel body design of the ES cartridge, 
electrical isolation can still be maintained even though you may use metal 
screws.   
 
On tone arms that do not allow azimuth adjustment, it is now possible by 
way of the ES series by using the full round alumina rod in the center slot 
only, alternately tightening and loosening the mounting screws by small 
amounts.   
 
Thank you for these considerations –  
 
Peter Ledermann / Soundsmith  


