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he Soundsmith is an American 

company from New York 

State. Owner and President of 

the company is Peter Ledermann, 

whose career goes back more than 30 

years. He worked for a number of 

known companies and has been build-

ing Bang & Olufsen cartridges since 

B&O stopped productions. But the 

demand for the cartridges is still there. 

That needed a reengineering of all sys-

tems, since there are no more blue-

prints.  

 I admit, that B&O never interested me 

that much, even if some products 

earned some consideration, especially 

the legendary Tangential record player 

that came with an early version of the 

T4P cartridge. 

 Peter Ledermann developed the 

ñStrain Gaugeò cartridge that with its 

completely new working principle 

created a stir at last years CES. 

 

Soundsmith ôs Moving - Iron  

System  Cartridge ñThe Voiceò 

realizes analog dreams.  

 

 This report is dedicated to the Mov-

ing-Iron-Cartridge called ñThe Voiceò, 

that he developed from the top B&O 

SMMC1 model. Until now the 

Soundsmith System can only ordered 

directly from the United States over 

the Internet (www.sound-smith.com). 

Itôs easily ordered and with the current 

dollar exchange rate very attractive. A 

dealer for Germany is currently looked 

for and hopefully will soon be found.  

 

 The first example of the voice that 

came into my hand simply 

amazed/delighted me. Since then the 

original voice has had sev-

eral siblings, two of which 

I would like to introduce. 

First, the ñnormalò Voice 

connects directly to a B&O 

tonearm. Any other tone 

arm will need an adapter 

that transforms it to a stan-

dard half inch system. The 

adapters are available in 

three different models: one 

in transparent acrylic ($ 

1.600 or approx. ú1.080) 

and two in wood ($ 2.200 

or approx. ú1.480), and 

you can choose between 

ebony or cocobolo wood. 

Two compliances extend 

the selection. The high 

compliance ñHò is for light 

tonearms that are designed 

for cartridges that can track 

at 10 Millinewtons of 

tracking force, while the  ñMò is for 

heavier arms with cartridges designed 

to track at 14 Millinewtons. The Voice 

is a moving-iron cartridge with a mov-

ing iron part with a fixed magnet ar-

rangement. The cantilever is a solid 

ruby, the stylus is a ñselected Nude 

Contact Line Diamondò. The main 

attention was to reduce weight of the 

moving mass.  

 

 I tested the ñMò version on Stax UA, 

Roksan Artemiz and Kuzma Stogi 

Reference and the Voice went very 

well with these tonearms. The ñHò 

version played on Stax, Artemiz and 

Infinity Black Widow (an early design 

from Isamu Ikeda) without any prob-

lems. The tonearms were installed on 

Audiolabor Konstant, Garrard 301 and 

Feickert Analogue Twin. I used the 

GSP Era Gold Reflex, Whest TWO 

and PS30R as preamplifier, Brocksie-

per Phonomax and the Stax pream-

plifier. The Voice works with all these  

preamplifiers. 
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